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Early Life and Last Breath
George Washington Carver was born 

around 1864 in Diamond Grove, Missouri. 
We do not know exactly when he was 
born, because he was born into slavery.  
Carver was never married and had no 
children. Carver died on January 5th, 1943 
and is buried in Tuskegee National Forest 
in Alabama. 



Lifetime Accomplishments
George Washington Carver was initially taught by Susan Carver, 

his owners wife.  He went on to become the first African American 
student and professor at Iowa State. Later he was a botanist at the 
Tuskegee Institute which was run by Booker T. Washington. He 
introduced new crops to the South and new farming methods.  He was 
known as the “Wizard of Tuskegee”.  He said, “When you can do the 
common things of life in an uncommon way, you will command the 
attention of the world”.  He lived by his words, advising both President 
Theodore Roosevelt and Mahatma Gandhi on agriculture and nutrition. 
Instead of making money from his ideas and inventions, he shared his 
knowledge for free because he wanted to help people. His boyhood 
home became the first National Monument to honor an African 
American.



Impact on Us

“Carver helped stabilize life for many 
African Americans after the Civil War,” by 
helping them become successful farmers.  He 
changed our world by teaching farmers how 
to use crop rotation to preserve the soil, and 
by introducing new crops. He invented many 
products from these crops which made 
farming more profitable. Carver also helped 
make many things that we still use today like 
paint, laundry soap, shaving cream, lotion, 
ink, and mayonnaise (all with peanuts).  He 
even made PUNCH. He was commonly called 
the “farmer’s best friend”.



Did You Know?
Did you know that when 
he was young he was 
known as Carver’s 
George? He was born to a 
slave owner named 
Moses Carver.  Did you 
know he was kidnapped 
by slave raiders shortly 
after his birth? Moses 
Carver recovered him, 
but George’s mother was 
not found. Did you know 
that Carver worked with 
Henry Ford on some of 
the first Ford models and 
he made the fuel from 
peanuts?  



Conclusion, Summary, and Opinion

“Carver’s life shows us the power of education.” He once said, 
“Education is the key to unlock the golden door of freedom”.  He was born a 
slave and although he gained his freedom, he lost his family.  Through 
education he transformed himself into a powerful and influential  leader.  I 
think that George Washington Carver made a historical impact by changing 
the way we farm today.  
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